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The Good News S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

 Centering Prayer 

will continue on the 

third Thursday of 

each month. In 

February we will 

meet on February 

15 at 6:00 p.m. 

These sessions are 

led by Jeff Smith; all 

are welcome! 

 Men’s Breakfast 

meets at Mama’s 

Place at 8:00 a.m. 

on the first and 

third Tuesdays of 

February. 

 

F I R S T  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  U C C  

     On Friday, February 23, we will gath-

er in Fellowship Hall for meatball subs 

and an evening of table games! 

     This is an event for the entire family 

so plan to attend, bring games you want 

to play or take your chances with what 

others bring!  

A N G O L A ,  I N                               F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 8  

Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday 
     All are encouraged to begin the Len-

ten journey by 

attending this ser-

vice as we begin to 

make our way to 

Holy Week and East-

er Sunday. 

White Privilege Class Continues 
     Pastor Deb will continue the con-

versation on White Privilege on Febru-

ary 4 and 18. 

     On February 25, she will repeat the 

first class for those who missed it.  

     A new curriculum from the national 

setting of the UCC is guiding the dis-

cussion. Materials to read before the 

class will be available on the Infor-

mation Table by the Sunday prior.   

     The season of Lent begins on 

Wednesday, February 14, with our an-

nual Ash Wednesday service at 7 p.m.  

     The service will include the imposi-

tion of ashes and the celebration of 

Holy Communion.       

     Games will include Apples to Apples, 

cards and maybe even Twister!   

Game Night Set for February 23 
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     Pastor Deb Davis 

From the Pastor’s Screen 

    T H E  G O O D  N E W S  

“What do you 

practice?” 

     We have to do the same 

“workouts” and practicing if we 

want to get better as well. 

     In the prayer on Page 5 of this 

newsletter ... a prayer written by a 

former pastor of Jim Harris’ ... the 

minister talks about how we so of-

ten pray with arrogance rather than 

gratitude. How sometimes it’s hard 

to truly give thanks to God because 

we have so much. 

     It does seem gratitude is one 

thing we need to work at every 

day ... along with peace and joy and 

love and all the rest. Gratitude keeps 

us the right size and keeps God the 

right size. When we live out of a 

place of gratitude ... when we live 

with an attitude of gratitude ... we 

will get good at it. We will become 

better and better at living with a 

thankful heart. 

     That is where a heart for justice 

begins ... when we humbly give 

thanks to God every day ... when we 

see the miracles everywhere in our 

lives ... when we pay attention to all 

the love our God has for us and for 

our whole world. 

     What do you practice? It’s a 

great question. 

     Blessings,  

      

       

 

     There’s a very cute little boy fea-

tured in a video that is making its way 

around Facebook.  

     The little boy asks a very simple 

question of his listeners: “What do you 

practice?” 

     Do you practice joy? Do you prac-

tice peace? Do you practice love? Do 

you practice compassion? Do you prac-

tice forgiveness? 

     The little boy tells us on that video 

that we will become very good at what 

we practice ... very good. 

     So if we practice anger ... we will be 

angry at everything. If we practice com-

plaining ... we will be complaining about 

everything. You get the point. 

     That little guy made me think about 

what I do practice and I hope by shar-

ing a little bit about his video, you will 

think about what you practice too. 

     Because he is right. What we prac-

tice day in and day out is what we will 

become good at doing and being.  

     I watched my grandson Tyler prac-

tice pitching a baseball every day this 

past summer ... and his velocity in-

creased. I watched him go to the gym 

every day to work on leg strength ... I 

watched him attend to his diet so he 

could get stronger. I was amazed at his 

tenacity. 

     And I asked myself, do I practice 

that hard for the things that are im-

portant to me?  

 



News in Brief 
P A G E  3  F I R S T  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  U C C  

No-Book Book Club 
We are gathering for breakfast 

at 8:00 a.m. on the second and 

fourth Wednesdays at the  

Village Kitchen – NEW LOCA-

TION. We have no agenda and 

no book to read! Just come for 

fun conversation!  

Women’s Book Study 
Women’s Book Study will meet 

on Tuesday, February 20, to 

finish our discussion of Anne 

Lamott’s book, Plan B: Further 

Thoughts on Faith. 
  

Soup & Scripture 
Pastor Deb leads a Soup & 

Scripture session at Cahoots 

each Tuesday at 12 noon. Join 

us for a look at the lectionary 

scriptures for the next Sunday. 
  

 

Friday Prayer Group 
The Friday Morning Prayer 

Group meets each Friday at 

9:00 a.m. at Cahoots. All are 

welcome to be a part of this 

group. 
  

About the Community 

In the hospital in January:  John 

Eddy and Jeanine Samuel-

son. 
  

Our sympathy to Jane 

Papsdorf at the death of her 

great-nephew Erik Babtz and to 

Lillian Stoner at the death of 

her friend Chuck Parks. 

  

Angola middle 

school teacher 

John French has 

been awarded a 

Lilly Foundation 

education grant 

that he will use to 

travel to Alaska 

this summer! 

Heidelberg University choir to 

Angola on its spring concert 

tour. Members would need 

accommodations and food for 

50 people while they are here. 

 

Pastoral Relations: Michelle 

and Pastor Deb met to discuss 

the Search and Call Committee 

process. 

 

Welcoming: Marj Lilley re-

ported that Dawn Mays is will-
ing to chair the parking lot sale 
this summer. Dawn also asked 
Council to approve a booth 
($50) at the Fort Wayne Pride 
Event in July; it was approved. 
Dawn also asked that we bring 
back Trunk or Treat next Hal-
loween. 

Trustees: Rod will call a 

plumber to attend to the up-
stairs bathrooms this week and 
will look into the non-
functioning thermostat in the 

choir room. 

Church Council met on Sunday, 

January 14, and the following 

items were among those dis-

cussed/approved/reported: 

 

Treasurer: Christmas Purse of 

$1,555 will be allocated to Pas-
tor, Secretary, Choir Director, 
Pianist, Child Care Provider, and 
Guest Pianist. Final payment 
was made to Wagler for the 
parking lot work leaving 
$10,000 in capital fund. 2018 
budget was approved.  

Stewardship: Pledges to date 

for 2018 are $119,415 – 4.5% 
above last year’s pledges. 

Deacons: Food and Fun Night 

is set for February 23. 

Christian Education: Christ-

mas play was great. Jill Noyes is 
trying to connect with people 
who are  interested in teaching 
Sunday school. 

Music: Council passed a re-

quest by Lynn Syler to bring the 

 Church Council Highlights 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Deb 

told Council that the search 

and call process needs to follow 

the UCC guidelines and our 

FCUCC by-laws more closely. 

Council should nominate the 

people who serve on the com-

mittee and confidentiality is of 

utmost importance. Council 

voted to suspend the current 

committee to be replaced with 

one selected in accordance with 

the by-laws. 

 

 

Next Council meeting will be 

Sunday, February 11, immedi-

ately following worship. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

JoAnn Lewis, clerk 

Join us at 6 p.m. 

Thursday, Febru-

ary 8, for a lively 

conversation at 

WordHouse! We  

will meet this 

month in the 

downstairs lounge 

to discuss majori-

ty rule versus 

Quaker-style con-

sensus decision 

making. 
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Women’s Book 

Study will meet 

Tuesday, February 

20, to finish dis-

cussing Anne 

Lamott’s book, 

Plan B: Further 

Thoughts on Faith. 

  

 

 

 

February Volunteers 

February Birthdays and Anniversaries 

10 – Erik Finley 

11 – Rose Eastes  

12 – Carol Carpenter  

13 – Linda Driver 

13 – Marj Lilley    

16 – Paul Nailor 

17 – Bonnie Snyder 

20 – Janis Groth 

20 – Barbara Lotter 

21 – Veryl Carpenter 

24 – Sally VandenElst 

25 – Kathleen Burns 

25 – Dave Snyder 

 

T H E  G O O D  N E W S  

Upcoming in March! 
         March 4 – White Privilege class continues 

       March 18 – “I Am Malcolm” showing 

       March 25 – PULSE!   

       March 25 – Palm/Passion Sunday 

Date Liturgist Greeters Children's Sermon

Feb 04 Lois McEntarfer Bev Gerner and Marge Mueller Celia Motz

Feb 11 Marty Diller Anne Eddy and Jennifer Decker Vicki Harris

Feb 18 Lynn Simons Dawn and Ari Mays Marj Lilley

Feb 25 Ron Hays Marge Stoudinger and Grandkids Michelle Olson

Date Usher Refreshments Counter

Feb 04 Ralph McDowell Walt and Marj Lilley Jim and Lynn Simons

Feb 11 Ralph McDowell Lillian Stoner Claudia Camargo

Feb 18 Ralph McDowell Marge Stoudinger and Couch family Gayle Newton

Feb 25 Ralph McDowell Joe and Linda Driver Dave Syler

19 – Deborah and Crane McClennen 

27 – Sally and Jon Welter 



February Calendar 
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  2 – Prayer Group   9:00 a.m.   Cahoots  

  4 – Worship   10:00 a.m.      

     – Youth Sunday School   10:15 a.m. 

     – White Privilege Class   11:30 a.m.   Community Room 

  6 – Men’s Breakfast   8:00 a.m.   Mama’s Place 

     – Soup and Scripture   12 noon   Cahoots 

  7 – Bell and Chancel Choir   5:45 and 7:00 p.m. 

  8 – WordHouse   6:00 p.m.    Church Basement 

  9 – Prayer Group   9:00 a.m.   Cahoots   

11 – Worship   10:00 a.m. 

     – Youth Sunday School   10:15 a.m. 

     – Council Meets   11:15 a.m. 

13 – Soup and Scripture   12 noon   Cahoots 

14 – No-Book Book Club   8:00 a.m.   Village Kitchen 

     – Bell Choir   5:30 p.m. 

     – Ash Wednesday Service   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

     – Chancel Choir   7:30 p.m. 

15 – Centering Prayer   6:00 p.m.   Sanctuary   

16 – Prayer Group   9:00 a.m.   Cahoots 

18 – Worship   10:00 a.m. 

     – Youth Sunday School   10:15 a.m. 

     – White Privilege Class   11:30   Community Room 

20 – Men’s Breakfast   8:00 a.m.   Mama’s Place 

     – Soup and Scripture   12 noon   Cahoots 

     – Women’s Book Study   2:00 p.m.   Pastor Deb’s Office 

21 – Bell and Chancel Choir   5:45 and 7:00 p.m.  

23 – Prayer Group   9:00 a.m. Cahoots 

     – Game Night / Meatball Subs   5:00 p.m.   Fellowship Hall 

25 – Worship   10:00 a.m. 

     – Youth Sunday School   10:15 a.m. 

     – White Privilege Class   11:30   Community Room 

27 – Soup and Scripture   12 noon   Cahoots  

28 – No-Book Book Club   8:00 a.m.   Village Kitchen 

     – Bell and Chancel Choir   5:45 and 7:00 p.m. 

From the Prayer Chain 
many times we are envious of other’s 

abilities or possessions. We have too 

often done those things that show more 

of our arrogance than our gratitude. We 

have hugged to our self those things we 

ought to be sharing – our time, our love, 

our money, our SELVES. We have sinned 

too often and we have no defense at all, no excuses that will 

stand up to Your love. 

But Lord, we acknowledge our shortcomings, we admit to 

our faults and we would seek the courage to be cleansed of 

them. Forgive us, we pray. But we pray for more than for-

giveness – we pray for a sense of Your abiding presence that 

can free us to greater deeds of love and mercy, that can liber-

ate us from the burdens we carry, that can set us – and keep 

us – on the way of righteousness, the way of Christ the Lord. 

So we pray for ourselves; we pray for others – those on our 

prayer list and those we name before you silently in our 

hearts – that in our sorrows we would be comforted, in our 

hurts, we would be healed, in our travail that we would be 

delivered of it, but also in our rejoicing, that we would see 

Your happiness, and in our prayers, we would see You listen-

ing and reaching out to us.  Amen. 

(A prayer by the Reverend Vance Torbert,  

a former pastor of Jim and Vicki Harris’.) 

It is not easy to give thanks, our Father. Not because we have 

so few blessings for which to be thankful, but because we 

have so many. Often our prayers seem to be praising You 

because we are not like other people – we are not hungry or 

cold, we are not homeless or lonely – and then we feel self-

conscious or guilty and find it easier to stop all our praising 

and thanking. 

But how can we fail to acknowledge the marvelous bounty 

with which You endow your human creation? Things too far 

for our own sight and too small for our seeing, colors more 

varied than words can encompass and fragrances sweet be-

yond description, music that carries the soul into heavenly 

mansions, food overflowing and water that sings as it sparkles 

its way through the valleys, beasts in the fields and birds in the 

air and fish in the oceans, children and parents and friends, 

work to be done and games to be played, books to be read 

and mountains to be climbed and seas to be sailed – how in-

credible Your providence, how inconceivable Your diversity, 

how incomprehensible Your abundance, how unimaginable 

Your generosity! 

Yet how twisted and faulty is our own responding! We have 

hurt our brothers and sisters, sometimes deliberately and 

often by simply not caring enough.  

We have done too much coveting, too much hating and too  



 

Phone:  260-665-9362 

Fax:  260-668-1082 

Email Office:  info@angolaucc.org 

Email Pastor Deb:  revdebdavis@aol.com 

Website:  angolaucc.org 

First Congregational United Church of 

Christ, as an inclusive and caring Christian 

community, welcomes into its full life and 

ministry persons of every race, ethnic 

background, gender identity and expres-

sion, sexual orientation, marital status,  

God is still speaking, 
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criminal history and faith background. As we serve those 

within our church family, the community and the world in 

the name of Jesus Christ, we celebrate each person’s 

uniqueness and look forward to the gifts they bring to us. 

March PULSE 

    Our March PULSE will feature 

Trine professor Dr. Sarah Young 

speaking on women’s issues. She will 

be with us following worship on 

Sunday, March 25. Her specific topic 

will be announced soon! 


