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LET'S TALK ABOUT RACE

It's all you hear about these
days, isn't it? Racism,
#BlackLivesMatter, police
reform, Breonna, George . . . 

And there's the counter-
narrative. "All Lives Matter! It's
just a few bad apples. What about
Black on Black violence?"

The more neutral narrative has
its say, too. "I'm not racist.
Racism is evil. I love everyone
the same. Can't we just
compromise? We could use
some change and reform,
but . . ." 

Somewhere in the midst of
these views we need to not just
speak into the world, or into
our echo chambers. We need to
speak to each other. 

I'm convinced that more
conversation about race and 
racist policies is a good and
fruitful thing to undertake,
especially when it helps us
identify the ways we will act to 

he gave them, to live their lives in
order to facilitate: "love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control."
These "fruits of the Spirit" are
why he writes, "So let us not grow
weary in doing what is right, for
we will reap at harvest-time, if we
do not give up." (Gal. 6:9)

Other translations say "good"
instead of "right." I prefer that
here because it invites us not only
to connect to our ethical and
moral centers of righteousness,
but to our centers of love, of joy
and peace and kindness and
generosity. 

So when we tire of uncovering
racism, confronting racism,
advocating against racist policies,
and rooting it out of our own
hearts and minds, let us
remember that we are not trying
to win arguments, we are trying
to follow a commandment to love
as Jesus did. May we never tire of
doing good in the name of Christ.

Blessings of courage and
kindness,

become anti-racist, active for true
equity in any of a myriad ways that
this work presents itself. 

But I sometimes feel and often hear
that understanding and engaging
with issues of racism feels like a
huge task. There's so much
division, so little consensus. Will we
never find agreement? 

The church in Galatia to whom the
Pauline letter we call "Galatians"
was written, was in some kind of
turmoil. And from Paul's reckoning,
they were mired in disagreement
over issues issues of circumcision,
of custom and religious observance
that was turned inward toward a
constrained way to live their lives. 

It was a way that Paul reminds the
church in Galatia that limits their
ability to follow Christ's
commandment to be love in the
world as Christ was love. Christ
poured love into the world by
making wholeness, restoring the
outcast to the community, bending
the attention of the community to
the outcast, and being present to
people's cries for freedom from
oppression. 

Paul reminded them of the Gospel
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Waking up White: And Finding
Myself in the Story of Race,  by
Debby Irving
Stamped From the Beginning,
Ibram X. Kendi
How to Be an Anti-Racist,
Ibram X. Kendi
Me and White Supremacy,
Layla Saad
The New Jim Crow, Michelle
Alexander
Why Are all the Black Kids
Sitting Together in the
Cafeteria?, Beverly Daniel
Tatum
Everyday White People
Confront Racial and Social
Injustice: 15 Stories, editors,
Eddie Moore, Marguerite W.
Penick-Parks, Ali Michael

From the Congregational
Resource Guide:
https://bit.ly/CRGRacismRes
ources
UCC Scared Conversations to
End Racism:
https://bit.ly/UCCEndRacism
The 21-Day Racial Equity Habit
Building Challenge:
https://bit.ly/21DayRacialEqu
ity

Resources for Exploring

Issues of Race

Books: 

Online Resources:
Groups will be limited to 5 people.

You must email or call Pastor Nikki

(PastorNikki@angolaucc.org, 617-512-8692) with the dates

that work for you and she will organize attendees into groups

of 5.

We will meet outdoors. Please bring your own chair

All will be required to bring a mask. We will meet outside and

be socially distanced, but we want to provide extra

protection.In the event of inclement weather, we may

postpone any given meeting, or move indoors, at the

discretion of Pastor Nikki.

All people will be given hand sanitizer when they arrive.

Please do not come if you feel ill, have a cough, or have an

elevated temperature.

IN-PERSON PRAYER CIRCLE MEETINGS IN JULY
Pastor Nikki will host Thursday evening Prayer Circle each

Thursday in July from 6:00 to 6:30 pm. At these small

group meetings we will explore different prayer practices: praying

with beads, icon gazing, body prayer, and more. In order to keep

the event low-risk, we are implementing the following guidelines,

subject to change in the event of changes to the public health

situation in Angola:

T H E  G O O D  N EW S
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UpWrite: Getting Creative with Writing Prompts
 

Fine tune your writing strings and explore your creativity and
spirituality! Starting on Fridays in July, join us in our UpWrite

Facebook group (https://bit.ly/UpWriteFCUCC). Click that link,
or enter it into your web browser, and request to join the group.

 
Each week there will be a new writing prompt and you are invited

to share any type of original writing in response: poetry, prose,
personal essay, whatever! The object is to discover your writing

voice, have fun and share. If you can’t join us on Facebook, or
have other questions, contact Jennifer Decker

at jjdecker2003@yahoo.com and she’ll find a way to get you
connected with the group.
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God of Absurd Hope,
We will make our joyful noise, and we will give you thanks for its coming.
We will wipe our tears away when weeping turns to laughing.
And we will give you thanks for our humanity: 

For the sorrow that breeds empathy,
For the strife that breeds reconciliation,
For the struggles that breed justice,
For the scars that mark our having lived and loved.

Today as your Beloved Community:
We know we will face trial and triumph;
We will know confusion, contradiction, calamity;
We will know that answers are hard to come by and questions abound.

We will boggle at the absurdity. Not the absurdity of your loving, God,
but of your invitation that we join you in love, though we have not earned joy.

And when we accept your grace and eternal, steadfast kindness, then we will know that
you, God of Absurd Hope, Hope Incarnate, Hope Indwelling:

are beside us in our many trials, big and small,
are before us in our stumbling journeys,
are in the arrival at grace, in the triumph of love, in the recovering of our better selves.

And so, O God, O God, O God, we know that there is a Hope that surpasses understanding,
and by your loving grace which endures forever, we will make our joyful noise, and we will
give you thanks for its coming.
Amen.

TUESDAY PRAYER
A T  1 0  A M

( S T A R T I N G  J U L Y  7 )

T H E  G O O D  N EW S

F I R S T  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  U C C

p r a y e r  l i s t :
You  can  send  praye r  r eques t s  to  

i n fo@ango laucc .org .

p a s t o r a l  v i s i t :
I f  you  would  l i ke  a  pas to ra l  v i s i t ,

p lease  ema i l  or  ca l l  Pas to r  Nikk i

a t  pas to rn ikk i@ango laucc .org  or

6 17 -5 12 -8692  ( t ex t  f r i end l y ) .
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Treasurer’s Report: We
continue to be financially
healthy in spite of COVID-19.
We are currently $13,000 under
expenses, but anticipate approx.
$5-6K expense for pastor's
pension dating back to January.

Deacons Report: No report.

Trustees Report: Defibrillator
battery to be replaced. Air
conditioner filters in sanctuary
to be replaced.

Pastor’s Report: Council voted
to retain January Simpson as
Scripture Stories leader for
July on pastor's
recommendation. Pastor
obtained approx. $4500 grant
for technology expneses.  New
member classes begin (virtual)
on July 6, meet bi-weekly, four
meetings. 5 people are signed
up. New Cnetury Hymnals
(official UCC Hymnal) are being
pruchased for the
congregation and choir. JDAI is
returning to building (with
approval of Council on

Join us for coffee hour virtually
on Fridays via Zoom video
conference from 10-11:30 am.
It's a great way to see and talk
to your FCUCC friends. Start
by visiting https://bit.ly/
FCUCCVirtualCoffeeHour.
If you need help, please
contact us at
info@angolaucc.org or
PastorNikki@angolaucc.org.

Join us via Zoom, Thursdays at noon
for Scripture Stories with Pastor
Nikki and January Simpson. Find us
on Zoom at
https://zoom.us/j/886794478 
    (type it into your browser)
July 2      Song of Solomon 2:8-13
July 9      Genesis 25:19-34
July 16    Romans 8:12-25
July 23    Romans 8:26-29
July 30    Matthew 14:13-21

FCUCC COUNCIL MEMBERS
Moderator: Liz Andres
Moderator-elect: Linda Mason Bohman
Treasurer: Bruce Andres
Financial Sec.: John French
Clerk: Gayle Newton
Christian Ed.: Jessica Lash, Stephanie
Hine
Missions: Babett Ruby, Erin Johnson,
Michelle Olson
ONA: Gayle Newton
Pastoral Realtions: Lois McEntarfer
Welcoming: Marj Lilley
Worship & Music: Sara Mowrey
Deacons: Bonnie Snyder, Mark Elliott,
Lauralee MacLeod, June (Bun) Mayer
Trustees: Gary VandenElst, Steve
Newman, Cecil Fugate, Jim Wagenknecht

CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
S U B M I T T E D  B Y  G A Y L E  N E W T O N ,  C L E R K

T H E  G O O D  N EW S

F I R S T  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  U C C

V I R T U A L  C O F F E E  H O U R S C R I P T U R E  S T O R I E S

recommendation of the COVID-
19 planning team). 

Christian Ed.: Report on file,
contact clerk, no pressing news.

Missions: No report.

ONA: Report on file, contact
clerk, no pressing news.

Financial Sec.: Report on file,
contact clerk, no pressing news.

Pastoral Relations: Report on
file, contact clerk, no pressing
news.

Welcoming: Report on file,
contact clerk, no pressing news.

Worship and Music: Report on
file, contact clerk, no pressing
news.

Old Business: Approved Covid-
19 team’s recommendations:
cases are still going up, not
safe yet to meet at church for
worship. Continue worshipping
virtually through July; pastor
may meet in small group

meetings with masks and social
distancing.; pastoral visits using
protocols recommended by the
Covid-19 team.

New Business: 
motion to cancel the July Council
meeting (many vacation
conflicts). Essential business will
be conducted electronically.

Submitted by Gayle Newton, Clerk



10 AM: Tuesday Prayer at Ten, on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/FCUCCAngola/

7 PM: Chancel Choir via Zoom at https://bit.ly/FCUCCChoir, password 671381

12 PM: Scripture Stories via Zoom at https://bit.ly/FCUCCScriptureStories
6 PM: Prayer Circle with Pastor Nikki:  You must register in advance. Email or call Pastor
Nikki.**

10 AM: Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom at https://bit.ly/FCUCCCoffeeHour
1 PM: Grace + Gratitude on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/FCUCCAngola/

10 AM: Live Worship Online via Facebook https://www.facebook.com/FCUCCAngola/ 
11 AM: Sunday Fellowship via Zoom https://bit.ly/FCUCCSundayFellowship,
password 999315

Recurr ing Events
Tuesdays

Wednesdays

Thursdays

Fridays

Sundays

*If you are interested in joining these classes please contact Pastor Nikki.

**See page 2 for important information about how to sign up for Prayer Circle. Group sizes
are limited and COVID-19 safety precautions are in place. 

July 6     6:30 PM:  New Member Classes via Zoom.*
July 7        8 AM:     ROMEOs via Zoom, https://bit.ly/RomeosFCUCC, password 310284

           11 AM:     Staff Meeting via Zoom
July 20   6:30 PM:  New Member Classes via Zoom.
July 21      8 AM:     ROMEOs via Zoom, https://bit.ly/RomeosFCUCC, password 310284

Calendar of Events

F I R S T  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  U C C
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background. As we serve those within our church family, the
community and the world in the name of Jesus Christ, we
celebrate each person’s uniqueness and look forward to the
gifts they bring to us.

First Congregational United Church of Christ,
as an inclusive and caring Christian community,
welcomes into its full life and ministry persons
of every race, ethnic background, gender
identity and expression, sexual orientation,
marital status, criminal history and faith    

July Birthdays & Anniversaries

01 -  Brad Crossland
08 -  Bill Elliott
09 -  Paige Powers
10 -  Kathy Armstrong
11 -  Adeleine Rentz
12 -  Jeff Smith
  

First Congregational

United Church of Christ

314 West Maumee Street

Angola, Indiana  46703

Phone:  260-665-9362

Email Office:  info@angolaucc.org

Email Pastor Nikki:  PastorNikki@angolaucc.org

Website:  angolaucc.org

God is still speaking,

15 -  Larry & Jeanine Samuelson
16 -  Bruce & Liz Andres
21 -  Larry & Anne Watkins
26 - Jim & Linda Brown

22 -  Jill Powers
28 -  Cecil Fugate
29 -  Judith Behee
29 -  Lynn Simons
31 -  Crane McClennen
31 -  Ralph McDowell


